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which now form the body of Indian law. Nor has he
in any way exaggerated their importance. But it
must be remembered that these Codes are, without a
single exception, the product of the last few years,
that is to say since the Government passed from the
Company to the Crown, and that both the Criminal
and Civil Procedure Codes have even during this short
period been in a state of flux and revision. During
the whole of the Company's administration, for a
full century before Sir Henry Sumner Maine and
Mr. Fitzjames Stephen came to India, the simplest
questions of evidence or procedure were a jungle
through which each officer had to thread his way as
best he might. The result of these two gentlemen's
labours may be estimated by the fact, that while the
best of the old school of Indian officials were those
who trusted most to what they were pleased to call
their equity and good conscience, it Is now a sign of
rashness and want of knowledge for a District Officer
to speak of his individual discretion with regard to
any matter of judicial procedure.

But the defects of the system of law under
which the Indian District Officer hardened and
set into an administrative type, were by no means
confined to imperfections of form. On some of the
most important questions, the questions with which
a District Officer has to deal every day of his life,
and on the satisfactory management of which the
peace of his District depends, our Indian laws were
in patent opposition to the actual facts of the country

and to the daily exercised rights of large classes of
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